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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE NAW 

(INSTALLATICINS AND ENVIRONMENT) 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20360-5000 

The Honorable Ronald K. Machtley 
House of Represantatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. uachtley: 

Thank you for bringing the remdial action on the Melville 
Marine Industry Property in Portemouth, Rhoda Ieland to my 
attention. I am advised that in the laot year, key decisions 
have been glade w i t h  regard to the eite. In octaber 1991, the 
Environmental Protection Agency decided that the landfill site 
would not be included in the National priorities List (NPL) site 
designated at the Naval Education and Training Center. Thia 
dealsion appeared to clarify the regulatory authoritie~ at the 
site. Subsequently, Navy m e t  with the state and the land owners. 
At that meeting, the &ate undarecored the need for a CERCLA 
cleanup pxaaese; EPA etaff is assessing the site for possible 
separate NPL listing. Navy, therefore, is continuing aation 
consiotent with that understanding. Our rera8Uial inveoltigation 
is progreeoing. 

I have directed my staf f  to arrange for the appropriate 
Department of the Navy personnel to prepare a briefing on the 
history and statue of the eite far your, and senator Chafee's, 
staff on this iasue. LCDR Hike MuGregor o f  the Navy Office of 
Legi~lative Affairs is the point of aontaot for arranging the 
specific time and location o f  the briefing. He may be reached at 
( 7 0 3 )  697-Bg46. 
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I have also directed that the owners of  the property be 

promptly advised of the ourrent status of the remedial action. 

Cleanups of old aontaminatian are often technically complex 
and subject to diffiault iasues raised by overlapping regulatory 
authority. This site has not been spared. Pleaee be assured of 
the Navy commitbent to move forward as efficiently ae regulation 
and funding permits. As alway~, if I can be of further aseis- 
tance, pleare let me know. I have sent a similar reply to 
Senator Chafee. 

sincerely, 

d- ACQUELINE E. SC#AFER 

copy ta: 
CNO (N4) 


